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EDITORIKI-. 




Our Materia Medica Plan for the present year comprises the 
analysis of four groups of remedies as follows : 

( Belladonna, January 

Cerebral, . . < Hyoscyamus, .... February 

\ Stramonium, March 

r Aconitum, April 

Febrile. . -< Gelsemium, May 

V Arsenicum, June 

/ Ipecacuanha July 

Gastro Neurotic. < Nux Vomica, August 

V Pulsatilla, September 

iCalcaria C, . . . . • . October 
Silicea, November 
Sulphur, December 

To piake this plan of study of still greater value, we shall prepare 
at the end of each quarter a differential analysis of the three remedies 
of each corresponding group, in such a way as to show at a glance their 
characteristics and points of difiference. 

We must still beg our friends to encourage our work by writing 
for this Journal, short, practical papers on Materia Medica, Therapeutics 
and on the Organon. 
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MATERfA MEDICA. 



Nervous 
System. 



ANALYTIC STUDY OF GELSEMIUM. 

1. Nervous Centres. — The normal balance of the lieat 
regixlaling mechani'm aeema to be notably diBordered by this drug, 
probably by a dirvd or rfftex injiiieiiee upon the nerrous cenlrei; or 
from rkangcf in thr ulnte of llu Mnod nnd oWruUition su/iidylng tkesi- 
centreg, for ita fever is sab-continnedi nsnally continued, of 
a low type, and with clear evideuces of blood contamina- 
tion (irritability and depression), snch as vrrligo, riaggeriiig. droi'i- 
sinen', utiiimr, iMIriiiin., reellf^nem, ii.iikefuln''», trembling, tendency 
to conc'siMii", genrraf ai-hing, fjhauKliiin, mid h>s» of inusi'iilar poin-r. 
In its evolution the fever exhibite /Ji'rtrac/fi/ hyiterlberinin, slight 
morrting reiimiiom, or regulur pfrioillcil;/, every day at the same 
hour (Aran. Ced.)- 

2. Disorders of Sensation and Motion,— The fcl/rik 
mnreiiiml ie nehere<i in by Khillinelr i\nd rnvpliig chills idung the 
tjiiw, from Muii- 'ipii'iirih, foll'iiriiig iiirk ollmr in iiiji"! Wlc'rwiou, or 
proceeds without chill, but the mofor nyiiiiiUiiiin of shivering, ahak- 
inf; and cliattering of teeth, are not characteristic A marked 
si-iuuUion of coldihem u aotnhli' iit the feel, which feel as if placed in 
ice water, and the head aitil face nrr hat. The fi-ier-heid is inlerisc 
and long liisliiig, and in jH-riodii'al paroxgsiits protracIC<l far into the 
night In such cases, a flgmg hnu may occur directly after the 
cliill, attended by pricking in the akin, and rapidly followed by 
tiivM, which at times is profuse, protracted, an* relietf.i any e-cisting 
pain. In rhildri'n there is a xetiariHim of fulling; Ihe Utik jntifnt etarls 
and grtupt aHcndcmi 'ir crib, and lo-reamt oiil from fr.nr of falling. 
Jactitation of the muscles or jerking of the limbs may accompany 

I the periodical fever, and there is a tendeneg o/a remUtent attack to 
btcome irUermiUenl, or vice venn Other '»tporUirU tenawg pkmomena 
are ; Uniting, prickiiig, (rmiding, ImniKd f ruling all over, dtdl iirhing in 
Ike bnek and joinls, detp-siiUed miKcnlm /laiM in tJie liiiiba, shooting 
tearing along tlie iniek of the nerves, and a aatsr offiUigvs, with dedre 
to avoid all mtmcaiar exertion. The headache is characteristic, the 
pain commences in the cehical ixtrtion of tlie spine, and thai extends over 
the head, cauning a buriiing pain in the foreliead and eye-baUs. A 
common motor dieoriier, attending and following the fever of 
Gelsemlnm, is the lost of rolunlory motion, a languor in which the 
muscles refuse to obey the w'dl; and no less fretjuBnt is the heaviness 
of the eyelids, which in spite of all efTorts cannot be kept open. 

3. Hind. — The meiiijl faculfiet beconie dull, ami there is inability 
to attend to anything rt'iuiTing tlmughl or fixed attenliun. Any menial 
exertion isfollmii'd by n sen" of helpletsneia, aa if from brain exhaus- 
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Nervous 
System. 



tion. The patient is giddi/y confmed, and staggers, as if intoxicated, 
on attempting to move ; or he may be irritable and impaiient; or 
desires to be let alone. Depression of spirits, solicitude about the 
present, fear of death, mirthfulness, and cataleptic immobility, 
with consciousness, are found recorded among the pathogenetic 
symptoms of this drug. 

4. Brain.—IIgpeneinia of the brain, of a passive character, 
with dull frontal or vertical headmhe, feeling of h'^at and expansion of 
th£ head, vertigo, dim sigld, flushing of the face, (hTobbing of carotids, 
roaring in the ears, sensitiveness to strong light and noise, incapacity and 
disinclination for mental vork. coiifusion of ideas, emotional exdtabilUy, 
restlessness^ vnkefulness, or disturbed sleep; > by quietly resting the head 
on a high piUmv. Or the patient becomes giddy and falf^ in a condi- 
tion of partial imensibility {apoplectic), which is followed by incom- 
plete paralysis of the limbs, the muscles refns^ing to do their u^yrL Or in 
mecjianical congestion, with dull headache, heavy eyelids, thick 
speech, drowsiness, tendency to stupor, etc. In children convul- 
sions may take place Cerebral congestion, attended by a dull feel- 
ing in forehead and vertex, and fullness in the region of the 
medulla before spasms. The brain feels as if bruised, and the eyeballs 
feels sore when moving tJiem. Double vision. 

5. Individual Cranial Nerves.— In the motor e» ociUi the 
common disturbances are : diplopia, strabismus, ptosis, and mydri- 
asis. In the area of distribution of the fifth j)air, orbital neuralgia 
in diMinct paroj:ysms, with contraction and twitchings of the mus- 
cles of the affected side, and purely symjuUhetic od&ntalgia, from 
exposure, or fatigue, extending to t)ie temple, without any morbid 
alteration of tooth -structure. In the nerves of special senses, sensi- 
tiveness to strong light and noise, transient loss of hearing, tinnitus 
aurium, muscular astlienopia, congestive amaurosis, and amblyojria, 
with floating spots before the eyes. 

6. Spinal Cord. — Congestion of tfie spine, with ac^e or dull 
aching in the loins and sacral region, attended by prostration, languor, 
heaviness and loss of power in the extremities, and sometimes by 
fleeting paraph gia 

7. Area of Distribution of the Spinal Nerves.— The 
most important sensory disturbances are : tingling, pricking, crowling, 
numbness, lack of sensibility in the extremities, coldness of the feet and 
legs, neuralgic pains of a shooting, tearing character along the tracks 
of the nerves, with or without aggravation by changes of weather, 
and deep-seated dull aching in the limbs and joints, with loss of motion, 

8. Voluntary Muscles.— TVemWingr of the limbs. Jactita- 
tion of the muscles. Convulsion from reflex irritation. Tetanic 
spasms. Gradual loss of muscular control, wUh staggering gait* Loco- 
motor ataxia. Paralysis of various kinds. Faralym of motion; the 
muscles do not obey the will, and feel bruised. In such cases of general 
prostration and loss of muscular power, there is always fear oj 
making any effort, and the patient desires to be let alone and rest. 

9. Involuntary Muscles.— Incontinence of urine, from 
paralysis of the sphincter; ptosis, from paralysis of the third 
cranial nerve ; dilation of the iris. Spasms of the glottis, cysto- 

. spasmus, spasmodic retention of urine, rigid as, etc. 
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10. Circulation.— The Uood seems to be altered in its 
quality, but the vascular excitement and attending erethisniy are not 
as marked as under Aconite. The symptoms of irritation and 
depression, developed during the cmithiued hyperthermia, allow us 
to infer changes in tlie Uood, for the systemic condition is then 
quite similar to that observed in acuie specific fevers, where the 
disorder of the heat regulating mechanism is thought to be due to 
the absorption into the blood of a pyrogenic agent, or some neces* 
sary companion of the same- The circulation is usually sluggish, 
and gives rise to both arterial and venous congestion, especially of 
the brain. And again, the hlooiUflwD in a long continued fever, 
such as is produced by Gelsemium, must necessarily disturb the 
respiratory function, the hearths action., and the Hood pressure, and 
these disturbances may perhaps explain the following symptoms 
of this drug : Slow, heavy and laborious breathing. Irregular healing 
ofilie heart. ' Palpitation, Feeling as tJwvgh the heart imvld slop heat' 
ing, if not constantly on the mm^e. After fever has heen present for some 
time, the liearVs muscle grmvs iveaker and the pulse also getsfeehle, some- 
times almost imperceptible. When the nrculatimi is sluggish, the pulse 

y is slow and full, the hands and fret cohL 

11. Dififestive Organs.— The symptoms deserving our 
consideration are : Partial paralysis of the tongue and glottis, 
with thick speech, as if drunk, from congestion of the base of the 
brain ; can hardly put the tongue out, it trembles so ; yellowish 
white coating of the tongue. Th« throat emits a fetid odor and 
shows evidences of irritation and congestion ; swallowing is diffi- 
cult and causes shooting in the ear ; thirst is absent or slight. In the 
stomach, there is a feeling of emptiness and weakness, which 
extends into bowels ; or of oppression and fullness, made worse 
by pressure of the clothing. In the liver, passive congestion, 
with vertigo, dim sight, nausea, and fullness of the head. In the 
abdomen, sudden spasmodic pain in the epigastrium, leaving a 
sensation of constriction ; severe gripings in the lower bowels, 
relieved by a copious bilious evacuation, after a large natural 
stool ; gnawing pain in the transverse colon, and sensation of 
soreness in the abdominal walls. If the bowels are relaxed, the 

^ stools are yellow, fecal, bilious, color of green tea, or clay-colored. 



Urinary 
Organs. 



12. Kidneys and Bladder.— Co/>/ow« discharge of clear, 
limpid urine, relieving headacfie, especially of nervous, hysterical 
women. Dysuria and spasmodic retention of urine. Incontinence 
from paralysis of the sphincter, in nervous children. Paralysis of 
the bladder in old people. Involuntary micturition from exciting 
emotions. Tenesmus of the bladder. 



Sexual 
Organs. 



13. Male Genitals. — The genital organs are weak and irri- 
table, or relaxed and cold. When relaxed and cold, the attending 
symptoms are : Great languor, depression of spirits, and sometimes 
dragging pains in the testicles. In neurasthenic subjects, the emissions 
are involuntary, vithout erections, and also during stool, or nocturnal, 
with sexual dreams, followed the next day by irritability, great mus- 
cular weakness, and pain in the Imse of the brain. Spermatorrhoea. 
Sexual neurasthenia. Acute gonorrhwa, with dull backache, and relaxed 
and debilitated conditions of tlie system. 
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14. Female Genitals.— The rigidity of the os, during lahor^ 
is a leading indication of Gelsemium. During pregnancy^ the 
symptoms calling for this drug are: Cramps in the slomaeh and legs, 
diplopia^ headncJiSj dull aching acroi^s the sacr(d region^ progressive loss 
of muscular power y drrnvsiness^ vertigo, tendency to convulsions, etc. 
And in its pathogenesis we find recorded the following ; Severe, 
sharp, labor-like pains in the uterine region, extending to hack and hips; 
uterus as if compressed by the hand; labor delayed by rigid os, or when 
the pains go from before backward, the uterus seems to go up- 
ward ; pains leave the womb and fly all over ; false labov'pains 
with rigid os; sensation like a wave from uterus to throat, ending 
with a choking feeling, which seems to interfere with the progress 
of labor ; etc. White leucorrhcea, with dull aching across the sacraJ 
region, and coldness of the feet. Sexual neurasthenia, 

m 

r 15. Irritation, Confifestion and Inflammation. — Catar- 
rhal inflammation of tlie air-passages, with creeping chills, muscular 
aching, watery disclmrges, and a relaxed, debilitaled condition of the 
system, with or without fever. Abnormal sensations always varying 
with location. 



Ocular lK>calization. — Inflammation of tlie iris, retina and 
choroid, attended by aching pain in the orbits ^nd greai soreness of the 
I eye-ball to touch, > from hot application. Increased tension and 
I soreness of the eye-ball. Dryness and soreness of the eyes, with photo- 
j phobia and lachrymation. Fullness and congestion of the lids. 



Mucous 
Membranes 



Paroocysnud orbital pain, with contractions and twitchings of the 
muscles on the affected side. 

Nasal I/Ocalization.— ^b^arr/ia/ /rreto/ion of the Schneider- 
ian membrane, with tingling and paroxysmal sneezing. Congestive 
fulness at tJie root of the nose, with dull headache. Catarrhal misitis, 
with soreness of tlie eyes and watery excoriating discharge (Ars.). 
Edges of the nostrils red and sore. Right nostril stopped up. Nasal 
voice. In some cases there is a feeling from throat up into the 
nostrils, like a stream of scalding water. 

Paucial and I^aryngreal I^ocalization.— T/<^ fauces are 
dry, irritated, burning, sore. The tonsils are inflamed and sivollen; the 
throat feels as if filled up, and swallowing causes shooting in the ears. 
There is more or less dysphagia, and the organs of deglutition may 
be paralysed. The dry, rough throat may be attended hy parox- 
ysms of hoarseness, and distressing cough, which is excited either by 
tickling or the roughness of the parts. If the catarrh invades the 
bronchi, the breathing becomes labored, the chest raw and sore, the cough 
hoai'se or croopy, and even the lungs may become congested and inflamed. 
Throat deafness, with pain extending from the pharynx into the 
L middle ear. Spasm or paralysis of the glottis. 



In the above groups we have endeav- 
ored to include all that in our estiq^ation 
is important to know about Gelsemium, 
and the student will readily find that the 
symptoms recorded suggest this drug in a 
variety of serious affections. As a fever 
remedy principally, it stands uppermost 



in the list. It typifies both the inter- 
mitting and continued remitting: 
forms of fevers, pyrexias which in 
their evolution always exhibit phenom- 
ena indicative of blood contamination. 
In malarial intermittent, regular peri- 
odicity is characteristic. It suits well 
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those periodical paroxymufj vnihout chillf 
vnihout thirsty or commencing ivith ciscend- 
ing dwsal chills, but best of all, caaea with 
protracted lieat, little or no apyrexia, shomng 
less irUermimmi than remission, and Jmving 
a marked tendency to a change of type, the 
intermittent actually becoming remiUeni^ or 
vice versa And in this, as in all types of 
fever for which this drug is the remedy, 
the leading accompaniments are : a gen- 
eral bruised aching feeUng and great loss of 
power in tlie whole muscular systetn. Its 
symptomatology further reveals its ap- 
propriateness to intermittents of non-mala- 
rial origin. In continued fevers, either 
of malarial or non malarial origin, remis- 
sion is characteristic, and it is indicated 
when vertigo, drowsiness, semi-cmisdous 
muttering, languor, muscular 'weakness, 
trembling, and a disposilian to be quiet, 
announce the establishment of a lo^r 
nervous condition, and remains the remedy 
as long as this condition does not proceed 
to absolute prostration and stupor, as in 
the advanced typhoid state. It has 
also been used with good results, in those 
cases of simple cohtinued fever, in 
which, probably, the pyrogenic poison is 
present in too minute a quantity to pro- 
duce its specific effect ; in other words in 
those cases of fcbrictda, undoubtedly aiyp* 
ical ones of acute specific, fevers, mainly 
typhoid, which were known, until re- 
cently, under tlie name of gastric, bilious, 
or cerebral fevers* 

In inflammatory fevers, it corre- 
sponds to that stage in which the blood- 
vessels are dilated and full, but lack the 
firmness and resistance of the iully de- 
veloped sthenic inflammation, so char- 
acteristic of Aconite, for under Gelse- 
minm the vascular disturbance is of a 
passive character, even when arterial, 
not a violent, sudden afflux of blood to 
the parts, but a relaxation of the vessels, 
a lazy flow, which in some cases allows 
the brain and spinal cord to become pas- 
sively congested, producing sluggishness of 
the sensorium, general prostration and par- 
alysis of the whole musimlar system, both 
voluntary and involuntary . In the same 
manner the sluggish circulation of the 
blood produces congestion of the liver, a 
condition always present in the so called 
biliotts remittent fever of tropical 



countries, where this drug has already 
won a great reputation. Bear in mind, 
however, that although restlessness is not 
so marked as in Aconite, nor as persist- 
ing as in Arsenicum, there is usually 
enough irritative phenomena present to 
class it as an erethistic remedy, and it is 
precisely this associatton of irritability 
with depression, which has made of 
Gelsemium a capital remedy in the 
remittent fever in children, for the 
little patients though drowsy are usually 
restless or convulsed, and when aroused 
from the somnolent state exhibit a 
primiinent peemshness. 

We have derived benefit from the 
use of this drug in the congestive stage of 
Spotted fever, when the system seems 
to be laboring under the influence of a 
poison which it cannot overcome, before 
the symptoms of irritation subside and 
are replaced by those of general depres- 
sion. Its leading indications are, the 
intense headache, the pain in the ba^k, and 
the derangements of vision and hearing It 
meets admirably those mild cases in 
which the patient may be merely dull, 
drowsy and restless. Its therapeutic pow- 
ers are highly valued in the catarrhal 
tjrpe of fever, and is especially indica- 
ted in those cases commencing with 
ascending dorsal chills^ and attended by 
general soreness, musailar aching, intense 
headaclve^ acrid coryza, suffused eyes, stuffed 
nose, desire to be over the fire, tired feeling 
and general debility. In influem^a or 
grip we have repeatedly tested it:i effi- 
cacy, and here we have often found this 
drug superceding Mercurius on account 
of the general myalgia and loss of muscular 
pmver, uith the utter prostration so much out 
of proportion to live other symptoms. 

Prostration of the mental and 
muscular powers, especially of the 
heart muscle, is often the result of a kmg 
continued fever, and with the timely ad- 
ministration of Gelsemium we can both 
prevent this condition by controlling the 
the fever, or treat it successfully when 
inevitable. In sudden anaemia of the 
brain, due to cardiasthenla (weakness of 
the heart), we have used this drug with 
marked benefit, of course not in those 
severe cases attended with complete 
insensibility, convulsions, and general 
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collapse passing into fatal coma, but 
when followed by droivsiness, vertigOyfail 
ure of special senses, singing noises in the 
ears, dilated pnpils, numbness, menial confu- 
sion^ and nausea, with or without fieadache; 
and when the amemia k chronic and 
persistent, we meet with general mental 
irritabiliiy, restlessness, troublesome insovn- 
nia, inaptitude for mental work, and severe 
general or vertical headache relieved by the 
recumbent posture, all them symptoms 
indicative of this remedy. 

Gelsemitun has proved of untold 
value to the accoucheur. It has arrested 
threatened abortion from sudden de- 
pressing emotions, and it has been used 
with success in spasmodic labor pains, 
distressing and exhausting after-pains, 
convulsions during labor, and when 
labor is delayed by rigfidity of the os. 
One of our writers claims, that it not 
only has the power to speedily overcome 
the rigidity of the os uteri, which is so fre- 
quently an obstacle to labor, but that it 
will quiet the nervousness which is so 
troublesome to parturient females, or 
during pregnancy, and will afford them 
a refreshing sleep, if they should be 
tormented by sleeplessness. 

In cataleptic conditions, or in 
attacks of hysteria resembling: cata- 
lepsy it commends itself to our atten- 
tion. It has also proved an excellent 
remedy in congestive and neuralgic 
dysmenorrhoea, and in spasmodic 
attacks of hysteria, with excessive 
melancholy, muscular debility, and great 
nervous irritability. 

The oculist has likewise derived great 
benefit from Gelsemium, in the treat- 
ment of paralysis of any of tin ocular mus- 
cles, especially in ptosis^ which is a 
characteristic symptom of the drug. It 
has proved an excellent remedy in neu- 
rasthenic asthenopia, or in asthe- 
nopia dependent upon weakness of the 
external recti imisdes, and produced by 
abuse, or overstraining of the visual 
organ ; and Dr. 0. M. Thomas, of Phila- 
delphia, has found it more serviceable 
than any other drug, for clearing up 
troublesonip asthenopic symptoms, even local 
irritations, such as blepharitis and con- 
junctival hypenemia, due to refractive 
errors. Its usefulness in serous inflam- 



mation of the whole uveal tract 
(irido-choroiditis\ has been frequently 
verified by our leading specialists. In 
regard to the double vision of Gelsemi- 
um, it may be conveniently stated here, 
that locomotor ataxia, a disease in which 
this drug has been recommended, is 
sometimes preceded by paralysis (usu- 
ally temporary) of one or more of the 
eye muscles, causing diplopia; and 
there may for years be nothing else to 
attract the attention. 

Gelsemium has also proved of ines- 
timable value in i\i09& functional diMur- 
banreK of the spinal cord, known under the 
name of spinal irritation or spinal 
neurasthenia* attended by loss of mus- 
cular paircr and control, di^ncUnation far 
exertion, great fatigue in walking, tenderness 
of the cervical spine, and soreness and pain 
in the back, loim and even limbs, and which 
are mainly the result of severe and per- 
sistent emotional excitenlent, mental and 
physical over-exertion, improper meth- 
ods of living, abuse of alcohol, sexual 
excesses, like onanism, or arising from 
hereditary predisposition, a congenital 
weak resistance of the nervous syste*!), 
which is often increased by a poor state 
of the general nutrition. It is in that 
variety called sexual neurasthenia, 
where we have employed this drug with 
marked success, especially in those cases 
in which the impaired vigor and muscular 
fatigue, are found associated with bach' 
ache, irritibility, insomnia, depression of 
sj)irits, and certain sexual disturbances, usu- 
ally referable to former excesses, princi- 
pally to onanism, or to the hypochondri- 
acal condition of the patient, which not 
only causes an abnormally increased 
attention to the symptoms, but also an 
abnormal hyperesthesia to all subjective 
sensations. We should bear in miad, 
however, that since the morbid phenom- 
ena present in such conditions, are in 
general, the expression of a disturbance 
of the whole central nervous system, and 
not of the spine in particular, we may 
find as concomitants the following S} mp- 
toms of the drug: sensation of heaviness 
and pressxire in tlie head, occipital pain 
extending over th' Jiead, Inck of intellectual 
energy, incapacity for any mental effort, 
diffiiruUy in mental concetitrotion, weakness 
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and j^resmre iu the eyes vertigo^ and drrad 
of any physical jar. 

And finally, it has been succepsfuUy 
employed in post diphtheritic paral- 
ysis; in fleeting paraplegia from con- 
gestion of the spine; in nervotis head- 
aches relieved by copious micturition; 
in enttresis of children and old people 



from weakness, or paralysis of the 
sphincter; in spermatorrhoea and 
seminal emissions, with coldness and 
relaxation of the parts ;^ and in diar- 
rhoea after sudden emotions (grief, bad 
news, fright), or anticipation of any 
unusual ordeal ; etc. 



PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 



RUBEOLA. 

Complications and Sequelae of 
Measles. — Before the eruption : Convul- 
sions^ sore ihroalf laryngismus stridulus. 

During the eruption : Bronchial caiarrh is 
almost always present and is apt to lead 
to capillary hr<mchiiis and lobular pneu- 
monia. Lobar. pneumonia and pleurisy are 
not so common and more frequent in 
adults Eniero- colitis with bilious, chol- 
eriform cr dyEenteric stools Otitis media 
mih or without suppuration and perfor- 
ation of the drum. Secondary laryngitiSy 
with ulceration and aphonia. Pseudo 
membranous inflammation of tlie larynx 

and pharynx. Epidemics of diphth^ixiy 

mumpSj whooping cough and scarlet fever 
often prevail at the same time with 

measles. After the enjption, the chief 

sequels are : malnutrition, bronchitis, catar- 
rhal pneumonia, and in predisposed sub- 
jects pulmonary tuberculosis^ acute and 
chronic. Enlargement of the tonsils and 
bronchial and irachial glands, and diar- 
rhcea are not unfrequent. The rarest are 
nephritis and paralysis. In hospital prac- 
tice we observe occasionally gangrane of 
the mouth (noma) and vulva. Measles may 
also become the starting point of tubercu- 
lar meningitis and strummis manifestal'ons, 
such as KeratO'ConjunciivitiSf otorrheea, 
adenitis, caries, hydrarthrosis, etc. 

Pathological Anatomy.— At the 

level of the patch the vessels of live derma 
and papdlx are found dilated and hypene- 
mic, and the migratory cells are very 

numerous. This congestion \^ followed 

by the exudation of a certain amount of 
plasma, which is the cause of the swell- 
ing Only when the inflammatory exu- 
dation which forms the rubeolous patch 
becomes associated to a slight sanguine- 



ous extravasation, it leaves upon pressure 
a coppery discoloration. The lesions found 
after death, however, belong principally 
to the complications If death occurs 
during the eruptive stage, the rash dis- 
appears almost completely and we only 
notice violaceous marble like spots and small 
ecchymosts. 

After hemorrhagic cases, we find the 
spleen enlarged and softened; the mrsenieric 
glands altered, as in typhoid fever; (he 

blood poor in fibrin and extremely fluid, 

The laryngeal alterations occasionally 
observed, are catarrhal and ulcerative 
(Coyne); in the formn the miLcous chorion 
is infiltrated with leucocytes, ^e^\A5C\?A\y near 
the vessels and glandu, which are enlarged 
and filled trith an albuminous, Hscid matter; 
and the lymphatic follicles are tumefied, and 
rawed; in the latter (only found in children 
who die in the last stage), the ulcerations 
are either diffused over the mucous sur- 
face, localized near the posterior extremity 
of the inferior vocal cord, or along the 
arytenoid cartilage. 

The mouth and pharynx are injected, 
and occasionally have presented small 

ulcerations or diphtheritic deposit'*, The 

lungs and bronchi often exhibit the lesions 
of broncho pneumonin which need not be 

described here. The intestinal mucosa 

is sometimes slightly hypervem^', with 

enlargement of the solitary glands. 

The kidneys are almost always sound. 

Diagnosis.— Roetheln. Pre-emp- 
tive stage, short or none. Initial fever 
and general disease short (two to three 
days), sligM, and free from sequel w. Catar- 
rhal symptoms mild or absent, but sore 
throat is marked. In severe cases the post 
cervical glands are early involved and 
more swollen than in measles. The patches 
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are short lived, paler, more distinct, non- 
crescent ic, and attended by an intense 
burning itching. Bear in mind the vari- 
able character of the eruption, which may 
be morhiHifor)H in some cases, scarlaiini' 
form in others, and even polymorphous, as 
the prodromal rashes of variola Vari- 
ola. Sudden, intense fever of rapid ascent^ 
abating or vanishing on the 02)pea ranee of the 
eruption to return with increased inten- 
sity during suppuration. Headache, vomi- 
ting, lumbar pains, and shotty feel of the 
eruption, but no catarrh of conjunctiva 
and air-passages, as in measles. To 
avoid error, however, remember the pro- 
dromal, morbilliform rash of variola; 
the development of papules in certain 
cases of measles, so closely resembling 
those of variola, but which are never 
found associated to any vesico pustule 
already formed; and the regular series 
of changes undergone by the variolous 
popide. Scarlatina. Shorter pro- 
dromes. An intense, continued fever (104° 
F. to 106° F. or more) attends the rash to 
its height, without pre-eruptive remis- 
sion. A constant sore throat instead of 
caiarrh. The scarlet, punctifonn rash ap- 
pears during the second day, seldom 
later, and soon coalesces into large con 
fluent patches, without intervening spaces 

of natural skin. Ssrphilitic Roseola. 

This syphilide is apyrectic and without 
catarrh. The patches are neither eleva- 
ted, nor so bright in color, as in measles. 
This rash occurs in two chief forms, 
which often are found associated; one, 
maeidar^ characterized by rd^y patches 
without elevation, and disappearing upon 
pressure; the other is papular, formed 

by raised patches. Drug Irruptions 

(Anti pyrin, Copaiba, Cubebs) are also 
apyrectic, unattended by catarrh, and 
never start on the face, but the itching is 

considerable. Urticaria is intermittent 

and fugaceous, and when acute, is atten- 
ded with a smart fever. The rash is 
composed of irheals or raised elevations of 
irregular form, with a white centre and 
red margin, and accompanied by more 
or less tingling and itching, becoming 
sometimes almost unbearable. 

'Prognosis.— Favorable in normal ; 
grave in abormal and complicated cases, 
especially in children debilitated by 



anterior disease or predisposed to tubercle. 
The most fatal complication is capillary 
bronchitis. Infants may be carried off by 
the early convulsions. The character of 
the epidemic and the age of the patient 
are important elements to consider. The 
intensity of the thoracic and abdominal 
symptoms; the tendency to hemorrhages, 
coinciding with an abnormal or aborted 
eruption, a-nd the adynamia^ are of bad 
omen. Among the unfavorable conditions 
we may cite low, damp temperatures f which 
increase the thoracic complications, and 
confinement and crowding, which impress 
the disease viih a special malignily. 

Treatment— Pre-eruptive stagre. 
The initial fever of the disease, when 
high and of a decidedly sthenic type is 
best met by Aconite or Gelsemium; 
the first, when the fever is ushered in 
with a definite chill and attended by violent 
sneezing, intense thirst, and great restlessness 
and anxiety; the second, when it begins 
with creepy chills up tlie ba^k, and attended 
by a croupy cough, suffused face, and restless 
Ho^nnolence, especially if there is a pre* 
eruptive tendency to convulsion, and we 
should bear in mind that this drug pro- 
duces a papular eruption like measles, 

A tardy development of the rash, with 
oppressed breathing, dry painful cough, and 
stitches in the chest, threatening tJioradc 
localization, indicate Bryonia. — - The 
same eruptive delay, with nausea, vomi- 
ting, tickling cough and dyspnoea, calls for 

Ipecac. When, notwithstanding a 

profuse sweat, the rash fails to appear, the 
fever mounts high, the face becomes red and 
p>uffy, and ccmmddons, or delirium, ivith 
hallucinations supervene, Stramonium 

ig a valuable remedy. On the other 

hand, if the child is too weak to throw the 
rash out, and there are stupor, gritting oj 
the teeth, squinting, and rolling of the eyes, 
the drug to study is ^incum. 

IBruptive Stage.— Pulsatilla, al- 
though the most frequently indicated 
drug at the time we are usually called 
in, is not a pre eruptive remedy, for it is 
the catarrhal element in its highest degree of 
intensity that calls for it, and we think that 
it is by mitigating the catarrhal symp- 
toms, that it prevents thoracic, aural and 
ocular complications, and carries the 
patient safely to a favorable end. When 
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the initkil fever is high and decidedly 
stheoic, it cannot take the place of Aco- 
nite, and even Gelsemiuniy and if the 
eruption is de^ay«d, it is inferior to 
Bryonia, Stramonium and ^incum. 
Of course the appropriateness of any of 
these drugs have always to be deter- 
mined by the accompanying symptoms 
and the general character of the case. 
We have frequently prescribed Pulsa- 
tilla, with uniform success, on the appear- 
ance oj the rash, stage of the disease in 
which the catarrhal symptoms increase in 
sererUyy the discharges become thich^ and 

otitis and diarrhcea are apt to develop 

Under similar circumstances, of more 
severe character, Farrington advises us 
to consult Kali. Bich., a remedy which 
following Lippe we have prescribed with 
good results, wheii the laryngeal irritation 
was great, the cough very troublesome^ and 
attended by a hoarse scraping in the chest. 

Cases in which the eruption delays, 

suddenly recedes, or fades, are almost 
always ataxo-adynamic, or malignant, and 
demand the study of the following drugs: 
Bryonia, when there is some sensorial 
perversioUf with mUd ddirium and even 
spasmSf or if epistaxis or petechia occur. 

Arsenicum, if in the midst of an 

intense fever, the rash becomes livid, black, or 
intermixed with petechia, ilie forces suddenly 
sink, and there are marked evidences of 
nervous restlessness, especially towards 

midnight Rhus, tox., if the eruption 

turns dark, and an increased prostration, 
7nlh restlessness, stupor and diarrhcea indi- 
cates the approach of the typhoid state, 

I^achesis, if the rash turns livid or 

black, and a loiv typhoid state supeneius, 
with putridity, copious epistaxis, sordes, 
fainlness, general trembling, and inability to 

protrude the tougue. Baptisia» if the 

adynamia is extreme, with stupor, delirium, 
besotted expression, and early ttndmcy to 
decompomtion, both breath and excretions 
being exceedingly offensive Phos- 
phorus, if the rash turns petechial, hen- 
orrhages from the mucous surfaces take 
place, and the brochi and lungs become 

involved. Opium^ if there is lack of 

reaction, with decubitus, sleeplessness, livid 
face, soporous sleep, stertorous breathing, 

vomiting, and even spasms. Cuprum, 

i( the rash recedes and the brain becomes 



affected, with convulsions, vomiting or gagg- 
ing, pale face, twitching of the limbs, sudden 
difficulty of brrathing, and other asphyctic 

phenomena. Camphora, if the face 

grows pale and the skin cold, assuming a 
livid hue, with dysuria, j)rostration, and 

spasmodic stiffness of the body. D»iring 

this stage we may have need to consult, 
I^uphrasia, Cepa., Arum, triph.. 
Tart, emet., fnd Sabad. 

Declining: Stage.— Isolated symp- 
toms should not be considered indepen- 
der.tly while the fever lasts. When the 
fever is subdued, to promote a speedy recov- 
ery, Sulphur and Mercurius may be 
consulted with advantage, both cover 
many of the sequelx of Measles, such as 
opJUhalmia, otorrhea, loss of hearing, adeni- 
tis, diarrhcea, etc. Malnutrition is best met 
by Calc. carb. and Silicea^ especially 
in strumous or rachitic', children, and if 
there is history of tubercle, we must study 
Phosphorus. Persistent anorexia, with 
a white coated tongue demands Ant. 
crud.; protracted debility, China or 
Phos. acid.; painful micturition, Cam- 
phora; irritation of the urinary passages, 
Cubeba. 

Tlie cou^h of the various localizations 
furnishes us important indications and 
we can consult with profit the following 
remedies: K. bich., Squil.^ Sticta.» 
Hyos., Nux. vom., Bryon., Bumex., 
Phos.y Cofifea., Sambuc, lodum., 
I^actuta., Spongia., Hepar., Stann., 
Drosera., Silicea., Sepia , Pulsat., 
Calc. Carb., Tart, emet., etc. 

For cerebral complications, con- 
sult, bell , hyos., sir am., yds ; or opi , cupr , 
rhis., hell , zinc. For broncho-pulmo- 
nary localizations, aeon , bell , bryo., 
phos,, tart emet , sulph ; tight side, with 
Stitches in the lungs, bell, bryo, mere; 

left side, phos., rhus. For persistent 

diarrhoea, ars., puis , phos , rhus , verat., 
sec; if bilious, ipec , cham., chin., iris, 
mere, phos-, podo., sulph; if mucous, 
cham, ipec, coloc, nnrc, puis., sulph; if 
choleriform, ars., jatr , sec, verat.; if 
dysenteric, ipec, mere, iris , coloc, mix , 

sidph For otitis media, aeon., bell., 

puh ; with suppuration, hep , mere, sil , 
stdph ; with caries, aur., hep , sil., nit. ac, 

thuj., sulph, For ulcerative laryngfi- 

tis, arg nit , ars , caust , hep., k bich., lach.y 



